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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a First Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1 - 28, as originally filed are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2 and line 4, 
the word "date" may have been intended to be written as "data". Appropriate correction 
is suggested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6 - 8, 10, 11, 13 - 15, 17, 18, 20 - 22, 24, 25, 27, 28 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith et al. 
(2002/0147668). 

As per claims 1, 8, 15 and 22, Smith discloses a system for automated 
accounting of document generating device usage (computer-based resource 
management systems) comprising: 
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means adapted for acquiring usage data representative of usage of a document 
generating device ([abstract]; The other layer comprises allocation accounts that 
represent categories of transactions such as "materials," "labor," "facilities," and 
"insurance." The user uses these virtual accounts in conjunction with actual accounts to 
track the user's transactions in real time) in accordance with a selected one of a plurality 
of user accounts (managing the resources of a job-based business through real-time 
allocation of the resources among a set of user-defined virtual spending accounts); 

means adapted for storing report data representative of a data reporting period 
([0044] Application program or module 42 may reside in various storage areas within a 
computer-based environment 1 1 along with other program modules such as an 
operating system, one or more application programs, other program modules, and 
program data); and 

reporting means adapted for periodically outputting ([0058] Also, some 
embodiments of the present invention allow the user 10 to view transactions by a user- 
selected period such as a day, week, month, quarter, year, or any other selected period) 
the usage data to an associated accounting administrator in accordance with the report 
data ([0012] The present invention is operable in an automated environment potentially 
including a personal computer, laptop computer, PDA, mobile phone, smart phone, or 
other computer-type device that includes a central processing unit, memory means, 
input and output means, and optional data communication means which is construed as 
being used by an associated accounting administrator). 
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As per claims 3, 10, 17 and 24, Smith discloses, wherein the reporting means 
includes means adapted for outputting the usage data to an associated accounting 
administrator via at least one of electronic mail transmission, facsimile transmission, 
FTP transmission, and HTML transmission ([0045] For example, the inputs 40 may be 
input by either a user 10 or a connected entity 14 who sends it electronically to the user 
1 0 via fax, e-mail, Internet web sites (e.g., by filling out and uploading an electronic form 
provided by a web site) or other electronic means.). 

As per claims 4, 11, 18 and 25, Smith discloses, wherein the reporting means 
includes means adapted for outputting the usage data to at least one of an electronic 
mail server, a document management system, an image generating device, and an 
Internet server ([0045] The outputs 44 may also be generated electronically, in hard 
copy format, or both). 

As per claims 6, 13, 20 and 27, Smith discloses, wherein the reporting means 
further includes means adapted for selecting parameters for periodically outputting the 
usage data ([0058] Also, some embodiments of the present invention allow the user 10 
to view transactions by a user-selected period such as a day, week, month, quarter, 
year, or any other selected period). 

As per claims 7, 14, 21 and 28, Smith discloses, wherein the means adapted for 
selecting parameters for periodically outputting usage data include selecting at least 
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one of data reporting period ([0058] Also, some embodiments of the present invention 
allow the user 10 to view transactions by a user-selected period such as a day, week, 
month, quarter, year, or any other selected period), 

user accounts to be reported ([abstract] allocation of the resources among a set 
of user-defined virtual spending accounts), 

format of output ([0045] The outputs 44 may also be generated electronically, in 
hard copy format, or both), 

transmission type ([abstract] The user may also use the present invention to 
create and remotely transmit purchase orders and invoices, keep a record of 
employees, enter employee time sheets, process payroll, and allocate and reconcile 
incoming and outgoing transactions between the various virtual accounts), 

destination of output ([0010] allows the user to create purchase orders and 
invoices, keep a record of employees, enter employee time sheets, process payroll, and 
allocate and reconcile incoming and outgoing transactions between the various 
accounts), 

and usage data included ([0009] the user establishes a limit representing a 
spending limit for each envelope or virtual spending account) ([001 1] the user can also 
set certain transactions to debit or credit various accounts "automatically" at regular 
intervals of time or upon the happening of a certain event such as an on-line account 
reconciliation). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Smith et al. (2002/0147668) in view of Aikens (6,216,113). 

As per claims 2, 9, 16 and 23, Smith discloses, wherein the usage data includes 
at least one of copier usage data in accordance with each of the plurality of user 
accounts ([abstract]; the job accounts represent various jobs or projects and are each 
designated by an envelope icon and a job number, which is construed as copier usage 
data); 

print usage data ([0039] Examples of output means 38 include a monitor, a 
printer) in accordance with each of the plurality of user accounts ([0074] FIG. 5o shows 
a time sheet screen activated by screen button 66 of FIG. 5n. Here, the user 10 can 
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enter time by date, employee, job number, and activity. Further, daily totals are 
displayed.); 

facsimile usage data ([0012] transactions can be reconciled and various 
documents such as job quotes, purchase orders, and time sheets can be transmitted 
remotely by fax or by other electronic means.) in accordance with each of the plurality of 
user accounts [0074] FIG. 5o shows a time sheet screen activated by screen button 66 
of FIG. 5n. Here, the user 10 can enter time by date, employee, job number, and 
activity. Further, daily totals are displayed; and 

scanning usage data (the inputs 40 may be received by an entity 14 in hard copy 
form by the user 10 who then may input the received information using, for example, a 
scanner and scanning software or by manually typing in the information) in accordance 
with each of the plurality of user accounts [0074] FIG. 5o shows a time sheet screen 
activated by screen button 66 of FIG. 5n. Here, the user 10 can enter time by date, 
employee, job number, and activity. Further, daily totals are displayed. 

However, Smith fails to explicitly disclose, data representative of a number of 
copies made, representative of a number of prints made, representative of a number of 
facsimile transmissions made and representative of a number of scanning images 
made. 

Aikens teaches an auditron access printer, with the feature of data representative 
of a number of copies made, representative of a number of prints made, representative 
of a number of facsimile transmissions made and representative of a number of 
scanning images made (col. 4, lines 59 - 60; there are designations for a number of 
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copies and number of pages as illustrated at 122 and 124, which can be construed for 
prints, facsimiles and scans) 

From this teaching of Aikens, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and system for job- 
based accounting of Smith to include the data representative of the number of copies, 
prints, facsimiles and scans taught by Aikens in order to account for the output. 

As per claims 5, 12, 19 and 26, Smith discloses, wherein the document 
generating device includes a scanning device ([0039] Input means 34 may include a 
keyboard, a pointing device (e.g., a mouse, touch pad, track ball, joystick, or stylus), a 
microphone, scanner, or the like), a printing device ([0039] Examples of output means 
38 include a monitor, a printer, a plotter, a fax, and speakers), a facsimile device, and a 
multifunctional peripheral (Input means 34 may include a keyboard, a pointing device 
(e.g., a mouse, touch pad, track ball, joystick, or stylus), a microphone). 

However Smith fails to explicitly disclose a copying device. 

Aikens teaches an auditron access printer, which is a copying device (col. 2, 
lines 19 - 21 ; Multimedia system 2 can be implemented using a variety of hardware 
platforms and includes devices for input including scanner or digital copier 5) 

From this teaching of Aikens, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method and system for job- 
based accounting of Smith to include the copying device taught by Aikens in order to 
enhance the service. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jenniges et al. (7200571 1), which discloses a computerized 
auction system for use with multiple purchasing media, Crawford (7080051), which 
discloses internet download systems and methods providing software to internet 
computer users for local execution, Cornelius (7069234), which discloses initiating an 
agreement in an e-commerce environment, Brown (6910021), which discloses a 
financial management system including an offset payment process, Moore (6347319), 
which discloses methods of obtaining listings of information from databases, Aikens 
(6216113), which discloses an auditron access printer, Cahill etal. (5678046), which 
discloses a method and apparatus for distributing files on a file storage device and 
Cukor et al. (5168444), which discloses a shipment system including processing of 
document images. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oluseye Iwarere whose telephone number is (571)270- 
51 12. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30am to 5 
(EDT). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571) 272-3033. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elaine Gort/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
January 6, 2008 
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